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Figure 2 A current transformer’s iron core is suscepti-
ble to tampering with a large permanent magnet. When 
you place it next to the transformer, the magnet can 
saturate the core so that the sensing coil can’t pick up 
the ac field in the power line (a). Rogowski coils have 
an advantage over current transformers because they 
employ air cores (b).

TRANSMISSION
WIRE

A

EDN090319DFFIG2A        MIKE

(a)

(b)


